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Analytical vision of the Woman image and manifestations of social

life in Algerian popular proverbs: a field study in social
anthropology

Abstract

The study aimed to identify the analytical vision of the image of
woman and the manifestations of social life in the Algerian proverbs.
The study sample consisted of 50 individuals, 20 males, 30 females
from the study community, chosen in a random way. Individual
meetings took place through the “Zoom” program, given the country’s
situation with the Corona pandemic. The interview was conducted
with them and the questions of the study were delivered in order to
identify their opinions and emotions while presenting the popular
proverbs related to the objectives of the study. The functional theory
was also relied upon in the study of the popular proverbs.

The study concluded the importance of the Algerian folk
proverbs as they are very important to preserve the social and moral
values of the Algerian society. The Algerian folk proverbs are the
product of what has been deposited in the social consciousness
towards the contempt and inferiority of women, and the Algerian
popular proverbs indicated that marriage remains a sacred matter as it
means building a joint life between men and women who always
trying to maintain the cohesion and healthy relations among families
that leads to a good cohabitation. The relationship between the rich
classes and the poor classes were covered also in the folk proverbs
because of the fact that Algerian society consists of distinct social
groups, in which the rich class controls through its influence and
authority, unlike the poor class that suffers from deprivation and
poverty, and this social differentiation and discrimination lead to
conflicts in society through the attempt of each class to excel over the
other and reduce its activity, power and control to be able to survive.

Keywords: Folk proverbs — women social image - social
relations - family relations.
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