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Abstract
The pseudo-Aristotelian Kitab As-Siyasa fi tadbir Ar-Riyasa al-ma ‘rif
bi- Kitab Sirr al-asrar “Secret of Secrets” is one of the most influential

works of the Middle Ages, both in its original Arabic versions as well
as in its many translations and adaptations. In the main preface of the
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book, the work is presented as an epistle by Aristotle to Alexander the
Great. Aristotle is said to have written the epistle when he had become
too old to accompany Alexander on his military expeditions. The text
replaces him as Alexander’s teacher and gives Alexander all the
knowledge he needs to rule successfully. The treatise therefore can be
read as a mirror for princes, though it also has an encyclopaedical
character, as it includes: politics, medicine, astrology, philosophy,
ethics, physiognomy, talismans, and discourse on chemistry, magic,
stones, and plants. This is because the compiler of the book tried to
make the person to whom the book was dedicated - who was supposed
to be Alexander - not need other books. This book has evoked many
problems, like the attribution of the book to Aristotle, and that it was
addressed to Alexander for the purpose of providing advice, which was
discussed a lot in the West, and ended with the statement that this
attribution is false, Including other problems that have not yet been
resolved, which will be treated by this study, such as: the difference
between the manuscripts of the book, the author or the compiler, and
that it was translated from Greek into Arabic, the attribution of the
Arabic translation to Ibn al-Bitrig, the multiplicity of sources, and the
form of the book.

Key Words

Aristotle and Alexander, physiognomy, Kitab As-Siyasa f1 tadbir Ar-
Riyasa, Sirr al-asrar, politics, talismans, Mirror for princes.
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Manzalaoui, Mahmoud (1974). The Pseudo-Aristotelian "Kitab (' *°)
Sirr al-asra, p.209
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Manzalaoui, Mahmoud (1974). The Pseudo-Aristotelian "Kitab ('*)

Sirr al-asrar”, p. 206
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Wiistenfeld, F. (Ed.) (1880). Das Heerwesen der (vor)
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Gutas, D. (1974). Greek Wisdom Literature in ArabicTranslation, (**)
p.436.
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Gutas, D. (1974). Greek Wisdom Literature in Arabic (0v)
Translation, p. 420.

Lippert, (1891). De epistula pseudaristotelica I1epi faocieiog o)
commentatio, p.10.
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Gutas, D. (1974). Greek Wisdom Literature in Arabic (V)

Translation, p. 422
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Adrados, F. R. (2009). Greek wisdom literature and the Middle (*°)
Ages, pp.50-51.

Gutas, D. (1974). Greek Wisdom Literature in Arabic Translation, ")
p-90
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Forester, Regula, (2019). Physiognomy as a secret for the king, ")
p.322.
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Smith, W, (1849). Dictionary of Greek and Roman Biography and
Mythology vol. IIL, pp. 435-436.

Swain, Simon (2007). Seeing the Face, Seeing the Soul: (0A)
Polemon’s Physiognomy p. 125
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Polemonis de physiognomonia liber arabice et latine, pp.171,173 (")
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Forester, Regula, (2019). Physiognomy as a secret for the king, ~ ('**)
pp.324-325
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Gutas, D. (1974). Greek Wisdom Literature in Arabic (Av)
Translation, 65(4), p. 190.

(hdadl (e gl daimg 38 ugillal BDIRY) GBS jumidie of ulg S I ey |

S an ) Ol Gus olde Y diea B desal ol 0S5 L e 1ilae)

ey o aaiay peaidal) 134y DAY F' Gesills QIS e lres Jilis tlgia

RSN TN

Y=Y pa (DAY QS paida (ugulla (1Y)

VECTITA Lo ¢ sdial ail) ¢ bt e (%)

AYY o sdial gaill ¢ hal) 5w (1)

Manzalaoui, Mahmoud (1974). The Pseudo-Aristotelian "Kitab (**Y)
Sirr al-asrar”, p. 194.
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Manzalaoui, Mahmoud (1974). The Pseudo-Aristotelian "Kitab ('**)
Sirr al-asrar”, p. 220.
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GV(gnomologium Vaticanum) 479, CP I (corpus Parisinum) (f. 90r)

Manzalaoui, Mahmoud (1974). The Pseudo-Aristotelian "Kitab ("))
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Manzalaoui, Mahmoud (1974). The Pseudo-Aristotelian "Kitab ("9
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‘spiritual’(rithani), p.270.
230l e A )uiCYl & Gy Banall AgskDEY) Aaudls (e iy S Guli (M)
S pgilal e L) Aaalal L 1g A 0udl) cpailisal) A8 Al (he shg ¢ pada ol
Gl QIS e dape clikiie () AVY) 0] Hlajs kil Al ) s
Al ¢ 3skEY)
Endress, G. (2012). Platonizing Aristotle: The concept of ("27)
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Alexandri ad Aristotelem Arabica, p.93
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Doufikar-Aerts, (2013). A letter in Bits and Pieces: The Epistola (™)
Alexandri ad Aristotelem Arabica, p. 97
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Manzalaoui, Mahmoud (1974). The Pseudo-Aristotelian "Kitab (*°")
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Forester, Regula, (2019). Physiognomy as a secret for the king. (")

The chapter on physiognomy in the pseudo-Aristotelian “Secret of
Secrets, in Johnson, J. C., & Stavru, A. (Eds.). Visualizing the
invisible with the human body, p.326
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