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Linguistic tolerance in the Arabic & Islamic civilization 

ᵓibnu ḥazm ᵓal-ᵓandalusī wa ᵓal-bayrūnī as a model 

Dr. Labidi Bouabdallah 

Mohamed Bin Zayed University for Humanities  

 Abu Dhabi – UAE  

Labidi.bouabdallah@mbzuh.ac.ae 
Abstract 

There is no doubt that the Arabic & Islamic civilization has 

known linguistic diversity through openness to the other, which has 

resulted in the establishment of a sophisticated civilized dialogue, one 

of which was translation and transmission. This was evident during 

the 4th and 5th centuries AH, when scholars exerted all their energies 

and strived to transfer science and translate concepts from several 

languages into Arabic, and this was followed by scientific creativity 

and cognitive distinction in various sciences, knowledge and arts. 

This openness is falls within an intellectual and religious system 

that makes the linguistic diversity and the difference of languages one 

of the cosmic signs, and linguistic tolerance a human appearance, 

where every messenger sent by God to his people with their 

languages. To achieve one of the most important mission and 

communicative functions, which is the demonstration function. 

In this regard, this research falls, which attempts -through a 

descriptive and analytical approach -to elucidate the manifestations of 

linguistic tolerance through the following three points: 

1st: Linguistic tolerance in the Qur’an: by highlighting examples 
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of several discursive situations, the most important of which are 

between the prophets and their people. All of them aim to achieve the 

demonstration function, and highlight the extent of fraternal bonding 

between them. 

2nd: Linguistic tolerance in the position of Prophet Muhammad 

and the position of his companions on the multilingualism. 

3rd: Linguistic tolerance in ancient scientific thinking and 

discourse: In it, we present examples of the positions of our scholars 

in the past in the field of linguistic tolerance in theory and practice. 

Among the theorists ᵓibnu ḥazm, and those who used this sophisticated 

concept, ᵓal-bayrūnī, which made them present a bright and honorable 

picture of a civilization that contributed to the intellectual and 

scientific construction of humanity. 

Keywords: 

The other - ᵓal-bayrūnī - Linguistic tolerance - ᵓibnu ḥazm - Arab & 

Islamic civilization. 
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- D.j Boilot. L’oeuvre d’al-berouni, essai bibliographique de l’institut 

Dominican d’études orientales, Le Cair. 
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