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Civilized Revival for Cairo’s hammams - Mamluk Era
(648-923 Hijri / 1250-1517)
A Study in Historical Geography
Abstract
The hammams took Mamluks interest as it was one of necessary
service facilities that has a connection with the religious, health and
social life, as well as being an important architectural landmark, a
manifestation of civilization, and cultural progress. Some
geographical factors have helped to spread the existence of hammams
in Cairo in the Mamluk period, the most important of which is the
increased population, the active trade in the city, and the religious
institutions that depended on the hammams. In addition, the climate
was a key factor that has helped in the increased number of

hammams .

The hammams were divided into private, public and upright baths
in addition to people of Dhimma hammams. All the hammams share
the broken entrance that leads to the room were clothes are taken off,
then entrance of the heating rooms through narrow passages filled



YVO 5alal dia clalaad gpaal) paadll tasaad) s Glay) .3 ¢ dgana dhuas Jilg.0

with steam then to the bath room and hot rooms and exit is in the same
order. A one hammam needs more than 11 workers.

The hammams in Cairo were centered in two areas: the first was
the north and the east of the city where the Qassaba area, which was
the commercial artery of the city, was located, and the second was the
outskirts of the citadel where the military headquarters. The number of
markets were also increasing, such as the arms market and Rumaila
market, on the contrary the western and southern areas are almost
deprived of hammams, due to the extremity of these areas from the
heart of the city.

A map was created for the extant and scattered Mameluke
hammams, and the number of hammams that were counted from
various sources were (42), the number of remaining ones were (5),
while the number of extant and destroyed baths were (32) hammams,
and there were remaining hammams from the Mameluke era,
however, it has not been proven in the records of the Ministry of
Antiquities like the Shikhu hammam.

The Mamluk remaining hammam in Cairo (InaL, AlSharaiby,
Almoayyed, Bashtak, and Shikhu) need to be revived and repaired to
be put in the map of Egyptian antiquities, as these hammam are closed

in 2022 (except Inal hammam) .

Keywords: hammams, Cairo, Mamluk Era, revival, Historical
Geography).
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