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Youssef Al-Bardani’s poetry for "Kriyat Shema™

""Study in form and content"*
Abstract

The Hebrew religious poetry during the medieval age was a way for
Jewish poets to express their religious feelings, and their various
rituals in public and private occasions. Babylon was one of the first
regions that Jews settled in Iraq, and their number increased there after
the ruin of Jerusalem era in 586 BC. The Babylonian king,
Nebuchadnezzar, who had captured many Jews to Babylon by where
they settled in this city, and had their own social and religious life in.
In light of this religious tolerance the Jewish poet "Youssef Al-
Bardani" appeared in the tenth century AD, and he organized many
religious poems that chanted in the synagogues at the time with in
"Kriyat Shema".

I was passionate about studying the subject of Youssef Al-
Bardani’s poetry for "Kriyat Shema", because the poems organized by
the poet Youssef Al-Bardani for"Kriyat Shema™ occupied a large
portion of the poet’s interest, as many of them were organized, and
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even were among the most widespread religious poems in his religious
production, just as the poet Youssef Al-Bardani was one of the most
prominent Hebrew poets in Iraq; for the abundance of his poetic
production, as well as my desire to show the different contents and
various ideas that included the poetry of Youssef Al-Bardani for
"Kriyat Shema".

In this research, | described through the descriptive method,
Youssef Bardani’s poetry, the religious poems he organized for
"Kriyat Shema", and the various sections that these poems included,
and also relied on the analytical method through which I analyzed the
contents of Youssef Bardani’s for "Kriyat Shema".

In this research, | found that the poet Yusuf Al-Bardani was one of
the most prominent Hebrew poets in Baghdad in the tenth century AD,
as he organized many religious poems to recite in various Jewish
prayers; he fulfilled the spiritual and religious needs of the worshipers,
and his religious poems were a model for contemporary poets to
follow. Youssef Bardani was kind in the rhyming of religious poems,
and a passion for the rhyming of poems because of the lack of
rhyming of previous poets, and he did not renew the contents of these
poems, but he renewed in the technical sayings that these poems came
upon.
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