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Abstract
Addressing the Myth of Adonis in Ovidius and

Shakespeare: A Comparative Study
Gamal Eldin Alsayed Abou Elwafa
Associate Professor
Department of Archeology, Faculty of Arts, Minia University

This research aims to show the influence of Latin literature on English
literature, and the researcher has set influence of Shakespeare by
Ovidius as an example when dealing with the legend of Adonis. In
this research, the comparative approach has been followed to show the
aspects of agreement and difference in the treatment of both Ovidius
and Shakespeare in relation to the legend of Adonis. Several questions
have been raised before going into this research and the answers have
been clarified by explaining the legend of both Ovidius and
Shakespeare.

In "Metamorphoses”, Ovidius has first talked about the myth of
Adonis. Having been considered as the first source, the
Metamorphoses had inspired many writers and poets from various
countries such as William Shakespeare who wrote the poem "Venus
and Adonis". There is no doubt that there is a congruence in the views
of both poets regarding the treatment of the myth, and also there is a
difference between them, and this difference was clarified at the
beginning of the myth between Ovidius and Shakespeare. Ovidius has
talked extensively about the birth of Adonis whereas Shakespeare did
not mention this and he talked instead about the love relation between
Adonis and Venos and her attempt to seduce him.

The two myths coincided with the way Adonis died, and the Venus
wail for him, and the germination a flower, out of his blood, in the
place of his death, known as the anemone flower. In addition, the
myth carried many indications and symbols among the mythical
characters of Venus and Adonis, and that both Ovidius and
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Shakespeare had a particular idea and a purpose that was symbolized
by this myth.
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et nihil est annis velocius: ille sorore 10.520

natus avoque suo, qui conditus arbore nuper,

nuper erat genitus, modo formosissimus infans,

lam iuvenis, iam vir, iam se formosior ipso est,

lam placet et VVeneri matrisque ulciscitur ignes.

namque pharetratus dum dat puer oscula matri, 10.525

inscius exstanti destrinxit harundine pectus;

laesa manu natum dea reppulit: altius actum

vulnus erat specie primoque fefellerat ipsam.

capta viri forma non iam Cythereia curat

litora, non alto repetit Paphon aequore cinctam 10.530

piscosamque Cnidon gravidamve Amathunta metallis;
(Ovid., Met. X. 520-531)
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EVEN as the sun with purple-colour'd face
Had ta'en his last leave of the weeping morn,
Rose-cheek'd Adonis hied him to the chase;
Hunting he loved, but love he laugh'd to scorn;

Sick-thoughted Venus makes amain unto him,
And like a bold-faced suitor 'gins to woo him.

‘Thrice-fairer than myself,' thus she began,
‘The field's chief flower, sweet above compare,
Stain to all nymphs, more lovely than a man,
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More white and red than doves or roses are;
Nature that made thee, with herself at strife,
Saith that the world hath ending with thy life.

(Shakespeare.Venus and Adonis.1-12)
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fine genus vestem ritu succincta Dianae

(Ovid., Met. X. 532-536)
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(Ovid., Met. X. 542-553)
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‘Vouchsafe, thou wonder, to alight thy steed,
And rein his proud head to the saddle-bow;

If thou wilt deign this favour, for thy meed
A thousand honey secrets shalt thou know:
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Here come and sit, where never serpent hisses,
And being set, I'll smother thee with Kisses;

‘And yet not cloy thy lips with loathed satiety,
But rather famish them amid their plenty,
Making them red and pale with fresh variety,
Ten kisses short as one, one long as twenty:

(Shakespeare.Venus and Adonis.13-22)
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So soon was she along as he was down,
Each leaning on their elbows and their hips:
Now doth she stroke his cheek, now doth he frown,
And 'gins to chide, but soon she stops his lips;

And kissing speaks, with lustful language broken,
'If thou wilt chide, thy lips shall never open.'
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(Shakespeare.Venus and Adonis.43-48)
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Even as an empty eagle, sharp by fast,
Tires with her beak on feathers, flesh and bone,
Shaking her wings, devouring all in haste,
Till either gorge be stuff'd or prey be gone;
Even so she kissed his brow, his cheek, his chin,
And where she ends she doth anew begin.

(Shakespeare.Venus and Adonis.55-60)
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Wishing her cheeks were gardens full of flowers,
So they were dew'd with such distilling showers.

Look, how a bird lies tangled in a net,
So fasten'd in her arms Adonis lies;
Pure shame and awed resistance made him fret,
Which bred more beauty in his angry eyes:
Rain added to a river that is rank
Perforce will force it overflow the bank.

(Shakespeare.Venus and Adonis.65-72)
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‘Art thou obdurate, flinty, hard as steel,
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Nay, more than flint, for stone at rain relenteth?
Art thou a woman's son, and canst not feel
What 'tis to love? how want of love tormenteth?
O, had thy mother borne so hard a mind,

She had not brought forth thee, but died unkind.

(Shakespeare.Venus and Adonis.199-204)
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'Fondling,' she saith, 'since | have hemm'd thee here
Within the circuit of this ivory pale,
I'll be a park, and thou shalt be my deer;
Feed where thou wilt, on mountain or in dale:

Graze on my lips; and if those hills be dry,
Stray lower, where the pleasant fountains lie.

Within this limit is relief enough,

Sweet bottom-grass and high delightful plain,
Round rising hillocks, brakes obscure and rough,
To shelter thee from tempest and from rain

Then be my deer, since | am such a park;

(Shakespeare.Venus and Adonis.229-239)
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‘Thou hadst been gone,' quoth she, 'sweet boy, ere this,

But that thou told'st me thou wouldst hunt the boar.
O, be advised! thou know'st not what it is
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With javelin's point a churlish swine to gore,
Whose tushes never sheathed he whetteth still,
Like to a mortal butcher bent to kill.

'On his bow-back he hath a battle set

Of bristly pikes, that ever threat his foes;

His eyes, like glow-worms, shine when he doth fret;
His snout digs sepulchres where'er he goes;

Being moved, he strikes whate'er is in his way,

And whom he strikes his cruel tushes slay.

'His brawny sides, with hairy bristles arm'd,

Are better proof than thy spear's point can enter;
His short thick neck cannot be easily harm'd;
Being ireful, on the lion he will venture:

The thorny brambles and embracing bushes,

As fearful of him, part, through whom he rushes.

(Shakespeare.Venus and Adonis.613-630)
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'‘But if thou needs wilt hunt, be ruled by me;
Uncouple at the timorous flying hare,

Or at the fox which lives by subtlety,
Or at the roe which no encounter dare:
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Pursue these fearful creatures o'er the downs,
And on thy well-breath'd horse keep with thy
hounds.

‘And when thou hast on foot the purblind hare,
(Shakespeare.Venus and Adonis.673-679)
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hos tu, care mihi, cumque his genus omne ferarum, 10.705
quod non terga fugae, sed pugnae pectora praebet,
effuge, ne virtus tua sit damnosa duobus!”
'lla quidem monuit iunctisque per aera cycnis
carpit iter, sed stat monitis contraria virtus.
forte suem latebris vestigia certa secuti 10.710
excivere canes, silvisque exire parantem
fixerat obliquo iuvenis Cinyreius ictu:
protinus excussit pando venabula rostro
sanguine tincta suo trepidumque et tuta petentem
trux aper insequitur totosque sub inguine dentes 10.715
abdidit et fulva moribundum stravit harena.

vecta levi curru medias Cytherea per auras
Cypron olorinis nondum pervenerat alis:

(Ovid., Met. X. 705-718)
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"Tis true, 'tis true; thus was Adonis slain:
He ran upon the boar with his sharp spear,
Who did not whet his teeth at him again,
But by a kiss thought to persuade him there;
And nuzzling in his flank, the loving swine
Sheathed unaware the tusk in his soft groin.

(Shakespeare.Venus and Adonis.1111-1116)
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agnovit longe gemitum morientis et albas

flexit aves illuc, utque aethere vidit ab alto 10.720

exanimem ingue suo iactantem sanguine corpus,

desiluit pariterque sinum pariterque capillos

rupit et indignis percussit pectora palmis
(Ovid., Met. X. 719 -723)
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nec te praetereat VVeneri ploratus Adonis,
(Ov. A. A.1.75)
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ut Veneri, quem luget adhuc, donetur Adonis:
(Ov. A. A. 3.85))
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With this, she falleth in the place she stood,

And stains her face with his congealed blood.

She looks upon his lips, and they are pale;
She takes him by the hand, and that is cold;
She whispers in his ears a heavy tale,

(Shakespeare.Venus and Adonis.1121-1125)
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questaque cum fatis “at non tamen omnia vestri

1uris erunt” dixit. “luctus monimenta manebunt 10.725

semper, Adoni, mei, repetitaque mortis imago

annua plangoris peraget simulamina nostri;

at cruor in florem mutabitur. an tibi guondam

femineos artus in olentes vertere mentas,

Persephone, licuit: nobis Cinyreius heros 10.730

invidiae mutatus erit?” sic fata cruorem

nectare odorato sparsit, qui tinctus ab illo

intumuit sic, ut fulvo perlucida caeno

surgere bulla solet, nec plena longior hora

facta mora est, cum flos de sanguine concolor ortus, 10.735

qualem, quae lento celant sub cortice granum,

punica ferre solent; brevis est tamen usus in illo;

namque male haerentem et nimia levitate caducum

excutiunt idem, qui praestant nomina, venti.’

(Ovid., Met. X. 724 -739)
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Sith in his prime Death doth my love destroy,
They that love best their loves shall not enjoy.’

By this, the boy that by her side lay kill'd

Was melted like a vapour from her sight,

And in his blood that on the ground lay spill'd,

A purple flower sprung up, chequer'd with white,
Resembling well his pale cheeks and the blood
Which in round drops upon their whiteness stood.

She bows her head, the new-sprung flower to smell,
Comparing it to her Adonis' breath,
And says, within her bosom it shall dwell,

(Shakespeare.Venus and Adonis.1163-1173)
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Thus weary of the world, away she hies,
And yokes her silver doves; by whose swift aid
Their mistress mounted through the empty skies
In her light chariot quickly is convey'd;
Holding their course to Paphos, where their queen
Means to immure herself and not be seen.

(Shakespeare.Venus and Adonis.1189-1194)
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'‘Love comforteth like sunshine after rain,

But Lust's effect is tempest after sun;

Love's gentle spring doth always fresh remain,

Lust's winter comes ere summer half be done;

Love surfeits not, Lust like a glutton dies;
Love is all truth, Lust full of forged lies.

(Shakespeare.Venus and Adonis.799-804)
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