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The Snake in Ancient Iranian Thought: The Middle
Elamite Period as a model

Abstract:

This research aims to shed light on the snake and its place in
ancient Iranian thought, especially during the The Middle Elamite
period The snake was associated with both the In-shushinak and
the Napirisha His frequent occurrence on both cylinder seals and
pottery prints, as well as carvings, is evidence of the extent of
Iranian reverence for him, especially during that period. In fact,
the deified snake was of great importance during this era, so it
became the dominant and controlling authority in choosing kings
and rulers, and it is the grantor of this authority, and perhaps the
Elamites reverence for the snake in this period came as a result of
the strong influence of the ancient Iraq civilization. This, and a
number of deities were associated with water and snakes that were
represented in the form of the throne seat on which the deity sits,
and this was the body that controlled the representation of the
snake on the cylinder seals during this period.

- Key words:
The status of The snake - Ancient Iranian art -The Middle
Elamite period - The Napirisha deity —The In-shushinak
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P. Amiet,"L iconographe archa’que de L’iran Quelques documents
nouveaux", Syria 56,Fasc 3/4(1979),p. 336,fig. 7,9.
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nouveaux", Syria 56,Fasc 3/4(1979),p. 351,fig. 23.
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E. Carter and (Others),"The Old Elamite Period Early Third-
Millennium Sculpture; The Monuments of Puzur- Inshushinak;
Objects of the Late Third and Early Second Millennium; Vessels of
Bitumen Compound; Seals of the Old Elamite Period", in the Royal
City oF Susa: Ancient Near Eastern Treasures in the Louvre ,ed. P. O.
Harper, J. Aruz, and F. Tallon ,New York: Metropolitan Museum of

Art ;1992 p. 119, fig. 77.
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E. Carter and (Others),"The Old Elamite Period Early Third-
Millennium Sculpture; The Monuments of Puzur- Inshushinak;
Obijects of the Late Third and Early Second Millennium; Vessels of
Bitumen Compound; Seals of the Old Elamite Period"”, in the Royal
City oF Susa: Ancient Near Eastern Treasures in the Louvre ,ed. P. O.

Harper, J. Aruz, and F. Tallon ,New York: Metropolitan Museum of
Art,1992,p. 117, fig. 76.
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P. O. Harper and P. Amiet,” The Mesopotamian Presence;
Mesopotamian Monuments found at Susa ", in the Royal City oF
Susa: Ancient Near Eastern Treasures in the Louvre ,ed. P. O.

Harper, J. Aruz, and F. Tallon ,New York: Metropolitan Museum of
Art ,1992,p. 171;fig. 47.
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K. J. Roach, The Elamite Cylinder Seal Corpus,C. 3500-
1000B. C. ,Ph. D. University Vol. I1,Part. 11,2008,p. 479,fig.
2974.




adil) ) SE B oledl) s A ala daal o B 0

(M) o Jss
sl el ecaal) 3531 Lissus B ale a2 234 Hal
P Gl 4g ayp (S (Slad (Ge o Wl alY) 4 ek Caa
a3 INZUZU g jg i/ ) ¢ ilSII Sirahupititir _uiuss u—u”
Attahushu e sa L/
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C. ,Ph. D. University Vol. Il,Part. 11,2008,p. 480,fig. 2977.
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K. J. Roach, The Elamite Cylinder Seal Corpus,C. 3500- 1000B.
.C. ,Ph. D. University Vol. I1,Part. 11,2008,p. 481,fig. 2980
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E. Carter and (Others),"The Middle Elamite Period Royal and
Religious Structures and Their Decoration; Stone Sculpture
Metal,Clay, and Ivory Sculpture ;The "Trouvaillede Lastatuette d or "
from The Inshushinak Tempre Precinct;Small finds: Sculptures and
Seals"”, in the Royal City oF Susa: Ancient Near Eastern Treasures in
the Louvre ,ed. P. O. Harper, J. Aruz, and F. Tallon ,New York:
.Metropolitan Museum of Art,1992,p. 128
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P. O. Harper and P. Amiet," The Mesopotamian Presence
Mesopotamian Monuments found at Susa”, in the Royal City oF Susa:
Ancient Near Eastern Treasures in the Louvre ,ed. P. O. Harper, J.
Aruz, and F. Tallon ,New York: Metropolitan Museum of Art ,1992,p.

.160;fig. 44
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P. Amiet and (Others)," Susa in the Ancient Near East An
Introduction to the History of Art in Iran ; The French Scientific
Delegation in Persia; A History of Excavation at Susa: Personalities
and Archaeological Methodologies”, in the Royal City oF Susa:
Ancient Near Eastern Treasures in the Louvre ,ed. P. O. Harper, J.
Aruz, and F. Tallon ,New York: Metropolitan Museum of Art ,1992,p.
.9;fig. 10
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D. T . Potts, The Archaeology of Elam Formation and Transformation
of an Ancient Iranian State, Cambridge ,1991,p. 186,fig. 6. 9.
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(1) M.C .Root ,"Animals in the Art of Ancient Iran ",in A History of the Animal
World in the Ancient Near East ,ed.B.J.Collins,Brill,2002,p.169.
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(12)S. Parpola, Assyrian- English —Assyrian Dictionary, University of
Helsinki,2007,pp.68,104;1.J.Gelb, The Assyrian Dictionary, University of
Chicago,1956,p.48;A.L.Oppenheim and L.F. Hartman," The Domestic Animals
of Ancient Mesopotamia According to the XIlIth Tablet of the Series HAR .ra=
hubulld", INES 4,N0.3(1945),p.152.

(13) J.Hansman,"Gilgamesh,Humbaba and the Land of the Erin-Trees", Iraq
38,N0.1,1976,pp.23-35.

(14)L. S. Wilson ,Nachash and Asherah : Serpent Symbolism and Death ,Life ,and
Healing In The Ancient Near East ,Ph.D.,Yale University ,1999,pp.12-17
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S bl e ail) gpad) vie sliray Gladll Gani )l dsens daaa £l (10)
Aads — LY A (sysdie ) olys Al Aaall Al 4l s
.\Yua‘e\ﬂc\/\"é)hm\



Yo¥y b (1) asal (AY) daal) SaN draly ¥ Ll lae — Vel

(16) L. S. Wilson ,Nachash and Asherah : Serpent Symbolism and Death ,Life ,and
Healing In The Ancient Near East, p.16.

(17) L. S. Wilson ,Nachash and Asherah : Serpent Symbolism and Death ,Life ,and
Healing In The Ancient Near East p.19.

(18) M.C .Root ,"Animals in the Art of Ancient Iran " ,p.176 .

(19) M.C .Root ,"Animals in the Art of Ancient Iran " ,p.173.
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