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Al-Shawam Gallery in Al-Azhar Mosque in the Era of
Al-Jarakisa Mamluk State

(784- 923H/ 1517- 1382CE)

Dr. Mohammed Mahmoud Khalaf Al- Anagerh
Department of History - Faculty of Arts
Yarmouk University — Jordan

Abstract

This study reveals the importance of Al-Shawam gallery, one
of the scientific galleries attached to Al-Azhar mosque, which was
found in the Mamluk era. The study showed the architecture of the
gallery, and the Archaeologists' description of it. The study also
showed the origins and evolution of the gallery historically as a place
to accommodate foreign students coming to Egypt to receive the
sciences in Al-Azhar mosque. The gallery was created by Sultan Al-
Ashraf Qaitbay. The study showed that the most important
administrative, financial, religious and educational functions found in
the gallery: Sheikh gallery, captain gallery, Jabi and other functions.
The study indicated the nature of the education system used in Al
Shawam gallery and the most prominent curriculum and most of the
forensic sciences in which it was taught. It showed the outputs of
education and regulations in the gallery, and it revealed scientific
models of students, sheikhs and scholars who graduated and studied in
the Shawam gallery.

Key Words: Al-Azhar mosque, Al-Shawam gallery, Al-Jarakisa
Mamluk, scientific life in Egypt.
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