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Intertextuality in poem "the kingly crown" for "David ibn zimra"
with "sefer yetzira"
Comparative critical study

Amal Hashem Sayed Ahmed
Faculty of Al-Alsun-Ain Shams University

The term "the kingly crown" refers to many of the Hebrew poetic
works, that bear this name, both in the middle age, and in the modern age.
The poem "the kingly crown" written by the poet, writer, and Jewish
philosopher "Solomon Ibn Gabirol" is the first poem bearing this name.

"David Ibn Zimra" was inspired the title of his poem "the kingly
crown", that influenced primarily by the thought of Kabbalah, which made
the “sefer yetzira” (book of creation) the cornerstone, from title of the poem
"the kingly crown" by "Solomon Ibn Gabirol", who influenced by modern
Platonism.

"David Ibn Zimra" was famous kabbalist in the sixteen century, and
was very famous in the kabbalah study; this was clear in his poem "the
kingly crown", which deals with several ideas specific to the kabbalists: the
ten divine manifestations, the description of God, the role of Hebrew letters
in the creation of the world.

So, the study found that the intertextuality theory is the most
appropriate theory to study and to determine the content and influences that
affected them.

The study begins with the introduction of the Kabbalah ideas, and
the reasons that helped in the emergence of this intellectual trend, so that the
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reader can understand some of the concepts and terminology in Kabbalah
though, and in the "sefer yetzira", who inspired by "David Ibn Zimra" in his
poem.

Then, preface deals with the definition of "sefer yetzira", and the
most important topics in it, the definition of Rabbi "David lbn Zimra", and
his poem "the kingly crown".

The study is divided into three parts: the first part deals with the
concept of text and intertextuality in western, Arabic, and Hebrew
dictionaries and cultures, and then highlights on the importance of deeply
reading of literary texts, so that the underlying codes can be revealed.

The second part deals with the Kabbalah ideas, which are mentioned
in the "sefer yetzira", and "lbn Zimra" was inspired in his poem as idea of
the ten divine manifestations, and idea of God’s manifestation through the
pronouns of the absent, the addresser, and the speaker.

The third part deals with how "Ibn Zimra "calls in his poem the idea
of Hebrew letters, and its role in building the world, which appeared in the
"sefer yetzira".

In finally, the study reviews the main findings, which reached it.
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