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The role of orientalists in attempt to defame Islam
Bernard Lewis as a Model
Presentation and criticism

Abstract

Bernard Lewis ranks in the forefront orientalists attempting to
defame Muslim’s Creed through his writings. This research is an
attempt to reveal misstatements of such orientalists and confront their
ideas. It deals with his book The Assassins, its implications and its
response to the most prominent ones.

This research consists of an introduction, preface, two topics and a
conclusion:

- The Introduction examines a prelusion of the subject, reasons
of selection and its importance, objectives and previous
studies.

- The Preface produces a brief biography of Bernard Lewis and
his book entitled “Hashashiyan-Assassins”.

- The first topic talks about Bernard Lewis and the history of
Isma'ilism. It has three demands:

e The first demand: a profile of Bernard Lewis and his school of
thought.
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e The second demand: the orientalist attitude on Islamic groups.

e The third demand: Ismaili history from the viewpoint of
Bernard Lewis.

- The second topic talks about the position of Bernard Lewis on
“Hashashiyan-Assassins” Sect, and reply to him. It has three
demands:

e The first demand: the role of assassins in Islamic thought from
the viewpoint of Bernard Lewis.

e The second demand: refute Bernard Lewis' ideas about
assassins.

e The third demand: Islam’s attitude on the Assassin Squad.
- The conclusion included the most significant results.

The importance of this research is that Bernard Lewis ranks in the
forefront orientalists that exploit people ignorant of history, including
ignorance of Batiniyya groups, especially the Assassins, so it was
necessary to reveal the fraud of such people, to confront them and
their ideas, and to spread awareness among people about the dangers
of Orientalist studies on Islam.

The objective of this research is to reveal the attitude of Orientalists
from Islamic groups and the position of Bernard Lewis on
“Hashashiyan-Assassins” Sect through his book, and reply to him.
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