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Social Variables Related to Solid Waste Management:
A Field Study on a Sample of Waste Collectors and
Producers in the Context of Sustainable Development

Dina gamal zaki
Lecturer of Sociology of Environmental Studies and Research
Ain shams University

Abstract:

The aim of the research is to identify the social variables
associated with the solid waste management process for both waste
producers and workers in the collection and treatment of waste in the
context of sustainable development. The research sample consists of
(100) male and female cases in the field of waste collection, and (100)
female waste producers. The data of the waste collectors was collected
from the area of Manshia Nasr and the sample of the producers from
three areas (high-class - medium - densely populated). The research is
descriptive; it relies on the social survey method by applying a
questionnaire form to reveal the social variables for the category of
waste producers and collectors. The questionnaire includes personal
data on the collector, nature of work, work pressures, and a view of
the waste collectors of its importance in the framework of sustainable
development.

The producer questionnaire (personal data, behavior of waste
producers, awareness of waste producers of its importance in the
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context of sustainable development and environmental conservation).
The researcher uses the following theories: sustainability theory and
Thomson's Garbage Theory. The research reaches several results: the
behavior of the poor in dealing with household solid waste is
environmentally better than the behavior of the rich. With only
household waste, the quality of waste varies from one level to another
whereas the waste that has value and is preferred by the waste
collectors is produced in high-class neighbourhoods, followed by the
medium and, finally, in densely populated areas. There is no
unemployment in the waste collectors’ societies, but not all recycling
operations are within the scope of preserving the environment.
Keywords:  Social variables, Waste solid, Sustainable
development.
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